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Editorial 


Some of the highlights of this include: 

* The banning of the movement of people and vehicles 
in an area 

* Evacuation orders for an area, 

* The seizure, confiscation or destruction of property, 
with or without compensation, 

* Destruction of animal or plant life, with or without 
compensation, 


Far From Civil 


* Ban of “assemblies of specified kinds, at specified 
places or at specified times”, 


The UK is currently waging war 
in Iraq to bring “peace”. 
Operations continue in 
Afghanistan, whilst speculation 
mounts that Iran, North Korea or 
Syria will be next. Wherever Bush 
leads, Blair will follow. 

Oddly however this drive for 
peace requires ever more 
oppressive legislation and the 
control and monitoring of UK 
citizens. We discuss some of 
these, and the fight back they 
provoke, in this issue. The 
mother of all legislation is 
wrapped up in the Civil 
Contingencies Bill. 


* Shutting down phone lines and websites, 

* Arresting people who fail to co-operate with the 
emergency powers 

Hilariously opposition to the Act from politicians seems 
to centre on the fact that it could turn Britain into a 
republic (horror of horrors) as the Queen would be 
superseded by the government. As of course would all 
citizens, but we are used to that by now. 

Opposing what is supposed to be emergency legislation 
may not seem like a priority. But it is better to oppose 
this act now, rather than when it is too late. The war on 
“terrorism”, increased domestic surveillance, ID cards, 
and the moves for a policeman on every corner are all 
part of the governments strategy. Wherever it is 
heading, it is certainly not towards peace. 


Doing the Decent Thing Bonkers Bonsai BNPer! 


Prisoner Support Class War Prisoners, PO Box 467, London, 
E8 3QX 

prisonersupport@londonclasswar.org 


Hunt Sabs Class War Hunt Sabs, PO Box 135, Basildon, Essex, 
SS15 5SA 


Also Recommended 

Other groups well worth checking out include: 

Anarchist Workers Network - A way for anarchists in individual 
unions or industries to link up and support each other. 
www.awn.orq.uk or AWN, c/o Freedom Press, Angel Alley, 84b 
Whitechapel High Street, London El 7QX 

Autonomous Action 

Excellent organisation based in the former Soviet Union. Check 
www.avtonom.org for details 

Czarny Blok, PO Box 43, 15-662, Bialystok26, Poland. - A Polish 
organisation with very similar views to ours. 


Farewell to Sky News 
correspondent James Forlong, 
who committed suicide last year. 
Forlong had worked for Sky for ten 
years before he was sussed for 
filing false reports from the Iraq 
war. 

Oddly Forlong was required to 
resign from Sky, although this was 
probably not because he had faked 
footage of an alleged missile 
strike, but more likely because it 
was the BBC that exposed him. 
Whilst applauding the fact that 
Forlong has galloped his last, if 
every bent journalist committed 
suicide there would not be many 
left! 

Also if Forlong can do the decent 
thing for telling lies during the war, 
surely Blair could top himself for 
lying before, during and after the 
war! 


Subscriptions to 
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Class War continue to rise 


Not everyone 

is smiling! 


Start my subscription from: 

next issue 

n 


issue no. 

□ 

£5 for the next 5 issues 


□ 

£5 for 10 copies of the next issue 

□ 

Name. 



Address. 


European orders - £10 Everywhere else - £20 


Send to: PO Box 6, Crigglestone, Wakefield WF4 3WX 

Cheques/POs to: "London Class War" only, please! 


to Class War! 


Actors have a saying, never work with children or 
animals. Very true! A newer version of that advice might 
be, never work with a BNPer. The BNP’s latest luvvie 
is one John Rhys-Davis, who ardently defends 
“traditional white male culture” on the BNP’s website. “I 
do not want to see a society where, should I ever have 
any, my granddaughters have their fingernails pulled 
out because they are wearing nail varnish,” he booms. 

Talking in the wake of the release of the film “Return of 
the King”, where he plays Gimli and Treebeard, Rhys- 
Davis also said “I think that Tolkien says that some 
generations will be challenged. And if they do not rise 
to meet that challenge, they will lose their civilization.... 
There is a demographic catastrophe happening in 
Europe that nobody wants to talk about.... By 2020, 
fifty percent of the children in Holland under the age of 
18 will be of Muslim descent.” He’s bark-ing! 

But he knows what he’s up to! Rhys-Davis didn’t slip into 
this controversy as happens occasionally to ‘c’ list celebs. 
Bizarrely, he explicitly told the journalists that he knows 
that speaking out in this way is not in his personal interest: 
“I’m burying my career so substantially in these interviews 
that it’s painful. But I think that there are some questions 
that demand honest answers.” One which leaps to mind 
is “what were you doing 
playing a walking, talking 
tree?” The answer, we 
suggest, is that Rhys-Davis’ 
fantasy life is having an 
unfortunate effect on his 
waking one. 

We wonder what the future 
generations will make of the 
witless witterings of a grown 
man whose claim to fame is 
playing a dwarf and a 
walking tree in a film where 
stumpy men with bearded 

feet play a not Rhys-Davis - Traditional 
inconsiderable role! White Male 
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If They Had Brains, 
They'd Be Dangerous 



Welcome to Class War’s usual 
round-up exposing 

“intelligence-led policing” 
throughout the UK. 

First up is naturally the Met, who 
now have an important new direct 
line. Inspector John Sutherland 
compiles e -mails listing crimes in 
Hammersmith and Fulham. What 
is different however is he then 
sends the details to local church 
goers, who pray for a reduction in 
street crime or the arrest of a 
burglar. With such an authority 
behind him what is stop Inspector 
Sutherland bringing harmony to the 
streets of London? 



Sutherland - Likes God 

One problem may be his fellow 
officers, who would after all try the 
patience of a saint. Rather than 
embrace his methods, he is 
referred to instead as “John the 
Baptist”. No doubt he is still 
praying for them. 


What’s In A Name? 


Northumbria Police lost one of 
their finest last year when PC 
Graham Brown was jailed for 
seven years. Brown had enjoyed a 
profitable relationship with a local 
pimp where he supplied 
confidential police information in 
return for free access to prostitutes. 

Whilst Brown’s girlfriend, WPC 
Lois Murray, worked nights, Brown 
entertained himself to a series of 
vice girls in the home they shared. 
Well what did she expect going out 
with a copper? 

What can we say to the two South 
Wales Police officers currently 
confined to desk duties after an “off- 
duty incident” at a party in 
Pontarddulais. OK, so the two 

children injured were, well . 

children, but they were both pretty 
big lads. For their age. One for the 
force’s anti-bullying officer clearly. 

Attacks on the police can take 
many forms, but we were 
particularly impressed by the class 
conscious squirrel in Consett, Co 
Durham that noticed PC Graeme 
Whitfield napping at his desk. The 
grey squirrel entered Consett 
police station, ran up Whitfield’s leg 
and bit his hand before escaping. 
Still, everyone knows squirrels are 
attracted to nuts. 

A special mention must also go to 
the ten police officers based in 


Newham, East London, who 

found themselves several miles 
away in Tower Bridge, last October. 
Had they been chasing a 
dangerous suspect who would 
stop at nothing to escape justice? 
No, they decided to leave East 
Ham and nip down to see David 
Blaine suspended in a glass box 
above the Thames. Well done 
guys - where would the people of 
London be without you? 

Its farewell though to German 
police dog Falk, who has been 
dismissed from Dresden police for 
being too nice. The bloodhound 
apparently preferred running in 
nearby woods to running around 
doing the cops work for them. This 
sort of story has been in the news 
before and it does make you 
wonder - does anyone - or even 
any dog - ever get thrown out of 
the police for being too nasty? And 
if so why does it never get in the 
papers? 

There is little doubt though that our 


winner in the daft cops competition 
this issue, and probably of all time, 
has to be shared between Greater 
Manchester, Cheshire and North 
Wales Police forces. Last years 
classic BBC “The Secret 
Policeman” documentary showed 
undercover footage of police 
officers as millions of people see 
them everyday - as stupid, 
aggressive, bigoted little men (and 
women) who without a stick and a 
badge would be little more than pub 
bores. 

Nine police officers resigned after 
being filmed making racist 
comments and threatening 
violence towards members of the 
public. 

A special mention has to go to (ex) 
PC Robert Pulling from North 
Wales for admitting to being a BNP 
voter and for praising Hitler’s “right 
ideas”. We hope you enjoy the next 
30 years of your life working as a 
security guard Robert - you 
deserve it! 



Liberal Hero Promoted (Again!) 


Life on File 


It is hard to know whether to laugh or 
cry at the latest developments on the 
“left” in Britain. The moth-balled 
Socialist Alliance (SA) is now likely 
to be be replaced by the Respect 
Unity Coalition. Signed up so far are 
Saddam Hussain’s favourite guest 
George Galloway, the Socialist 
Workers Party, George Monbiot and 
a small number of leftie celebrities. 
The aim is apparently to form an 
effective challenge to new Labour- 
something that was also the aim of 
the SA. 

Perhaps realising that the initials 
RUC inspire little confidence, the 
group is apparently to be known as 
“Respect”. An image of middle aged 
bearded school teachers giving high 
fives to embarrassed black 
teenagers comes to mind. 

Rumours that the youth section of 
“Respect” is to be called “Wicked” 
are yet to be confirmed. 


There really is no stopping policeman 
Brian Paddick. Hero of the chattering 
classes following his decision to de¬ 
criminalise soft drugs in Lambeth, 
Paddick has now been promoted to 
Deputy Assistant Commissioner of 
the Metropolitan Police. He is now 
widely touted as a future Chief 
Constable. Every time Paddick is 
attacked in the right-wing media, the 
more he is loved by the Guardian 
reading classes. Paddick’s sexuality 
(he is openly gay) and the fact he is 
despised by many fellow officers in 
the Met, only add to his appeal. 

But is their a cloud on the horizon? 

As the man in charge of territorial 
policing, it is hardly to see how 
Paddick can be left out of the decision 
making process when it comes to 
policing demonstrations in London, 
and other public order problems. 


This means the next time thousands 
of demonstrators are illegally blocked 
in by the police for several hours, 
some of the mud may will stick to the 
Teflon Cop. Indeed who better to 
pacify liberal outrage than 
“Commander Crackpot”? 

Paddick himself however, is not 
opposed to demonstrations. When 
the Lesbian and Gay Police 
Association joined the 2003 Gay 
pride march in London (in full 
uniform) Paddick was at their head. 
Demonstrators who have their 
protests ruined by Paddick and his 
fellow officers may wish to discuss 
the matter personally at the 2004 
event, which is scheduled for 26 
June in London. 


Missed amongst the fuss over ID 
cards, is the introduction of a 
“longitudinal database of citizens” 
by the Department for Work and 
Pensions. In English this means a 
computer record of every person in 
Britain, and in particular their work, 
pension and benefit records. 

The days of “amending slightly” 
your CV to cover the odd gap when 
applying for a job would be long 
gone. 

Such databases will, in new Labour 
speak improve our freedoms, not 
reduce them. Does anybody 
actually believe this? 






















Whose Side Are They On? 

Part of the rise of the British 
National Party has been its ability 
to present itself as the party of the 
white working class. This is 
particularly the case in areas that 
have seen high levels of racial 
tension and violence such as 
Oldham. 

Whilst local “community leaders” 
and politicians were seen to be 
speaking up for Asian youth when 
arrested by the police, the BNP 
positioned themselves to be the 
party of white youth in working class 
areas of the town. 

On one visit to Oldham from his 
farm in Wales, BNP leader Nick 
Griffin was even signing 
autographs for local youngsters. 
Some of the BNP’s radical 
credentials however, are now 
beginning to fade. The BNP’s 
eagerness to announce how many 
members it has in the police force 
will have surprised some working 
class supporters, who will hold very 
similar views on the police to 
working class people everywhere. 
Even clearer were the views of 
BNP leader Nick Griffin in Identity 
magazine last year. His message 
was “the British National Party is 
not an ACAB party”. 

Griffin goes to great lengths to 
explain how the average police 
officer should be treated as a 
potential voter whilst the bad eggs 
in the police force are to be found 
solely in specialist units of the 
highest ranks. Clearly he does not 
leave his farm that often - he does 
not see the endless parade of cops 
driving through inner-city areas 
showing off their fancy new toys 
and sneering at the public who pay 
their wages. The only thing the 
police - of all ranks - serve is the 
rich. 

All of this nonsense from Griffin is 
entirely consistent with the BNP’s 
fascism. Its sister parties in France 
and Austria for example have huge 
numbers of police officers in their 
ranks. By sucking up to sections of 
the state, he hopes to gain support 
and protection for the BNP, whilst 
ignoring the views of those critical 
of the police. Even amongst his 
own supporters! 


We are not the first people to spot 
the remarkable similarity in looks 
between Mike Todd, the Chief 
Constable of Greater Manchester, 
and popular comedian Graham 
Norton. There any similarity ends 
however - one of course is known 
for mincing around leaving a trail of 
laughter in his wake, whilst the other 
is a popular television presenter. 


Nazi Nutter Knifeman 

Fascists come in all shapes and 
sizes, but we have heard of few as 
disturbed as Hackney man Conrad 
Stanford. Last year Stanford 
murdered his girlfriend, Paula White, 
in the street, then dragged her body 
back to his flat, to stab her in front of 
his shire to Hitler. His flat was painted 
all in black, and covered in nazi 
insignia. 

Quite what Hitler would think of this 
disciple is another matter - Stanford, 
unbelievably is black. Tragedy turned 
to farce when it was revealed at his 
trial that he was officially in the care 
of Hackney Social Services at the 
time he murdered Miss White. The 
court was told his social worker did 
not like visiting him because of his 
“bizarre views”. 

As Conrad Stanford heads off to 
Broadmoor with his collection of 
swastikas and toothbrush 
moustaches, is it too much to hope 
that a few of Hackney’s social 
workers could be packed off with 
him? 

Who’s A Pretty Boy 
Then? 

Anybody interested in anti-fascism 
ought to get themselves down to 
Peter Oram’s garden centre in 
Reigate, Surrey. There you can 
listen to Charlie, a blue macaw 



parrot who is famed for his anti-nazi 
tirades. Visitors to Heathfield 
Nurseries are told that Charlie was 
once owned by Winston Churchill, 
although this has been denied by 
the Churchill family. 

Perhaps its Charlie’s swearing 
they do not like! 


Paying for Politics 

A little bit of a problem is emerging 
for all of the major political parties. 
No one likes them. Fewer people 
are voting for them. Far fewer 
people are joining their 
organisations, and even fewer still 
are giving them donations. 

With unions ever more reluctant to 
finance new Labour, Blair is ever 
more dependent on donations 
from his wealthy mates. The Tories 
are getting squeezed because if 
they have no prospect of beating 
Labour, why should any wealthy 
backers throw their money away 
when they could give it to Blair and 
await his favours? Much the same 
could be said of the Lib Dems and 
the nationalist parties in Scotland 
and Wales. 

Politicians do not take such 
financial realities as a reason to 
change their ways. Instead they get 
devious. Leader of the Commons 
Peter Hain is instead chairing a 
cabinet committee on political 
funding. This means that parties 
may well get their funds direct from 
the tax payer (i.e. you and me) So 
our hard earned dosh goes to fund 
more spin, more bigotry and more 
plush offices. Should the BNP pass 
the criteria for funding, black and 
Asian people could see their taxes 
going on funding a fascist party that 
actually wants to deport them. 

Why should anyone pay for all this 
bollocks? 

Class War is funded by no one but 
our own members, supporters and 
occasional merchandise sales. 
We are not registered as a political 
party because we refuse to seek 
the permission of civil servants to 
argue the case for class war. And 
that case gets stronger by the day. 

The Class War Calling 

Technology is never neutral. More 
than 500 British call centres now 
have the technology to pretty much 
tell what class you are - as soon 
as you make a phone call. 
Software has been created that 
recognises your post code when 
you phone a service provider. 
People from wealthier post codes 
are then put through to agents 
authorised to give generous deals. 
Those from poorer postal areas 
can be kept on hold, or put through 
to a recorded message. 

Nick Randall of AIT Group, who 
provide software for banks, 
commented “You want your best, 
most articulate staff dealing with 
the best customers. Hopefully 
consumers don’t realise what is 
happening” 

Mr Randall, we do realise what is 
happening. As do more and more 
people. 
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Hard Times? 

One organisation Class War will 
not be affiliating to is the 
Association of Former MPs. 
Formed in January 2004, its aim 
is to fight for a better deal for ex- 
MPs. The main mover behind the 
group is the ex-Labour MP for 
Bassetlaw Joe Ashton (who is 
probably best known for being 
arrested in a massage parlour in 
Northampton a few years ago) 
Ashton claims that many failed 
politicians have turned to drink, 
suffered ill health and that some 
have “even had to take their 
children out of school”. The heart 
bleeds. 



Ashton - Scrounger! 


Ashton also seems unaware of the 
extremely generous severance pay 
politicians get when they leave 
office (perhaps all that time in 
massage parlours has addled his 
memory) An MP who leaves 
Parliament gets a payment of half 
their salary, plus a pension from the 
age of 63. As MPs currently get 
£56,358 per annum, that is a lump 
sum of £28,000. In anyone’s 
language that is a pretty generous 
payout. Perhaps Joe Ashton has 
not spent his share that wisely? 

Fashion Victims 

Few things surprise us about the 
Metropolitan Police. But even we 
were surprised at the news that the 
Met are considering bring out their 
own brand of “Scotland Yard” 
clothing. 

If so how long till someone brings 
out a FCUK Scotland Yard range? 

Thick As a Brick 

Congratulations to Loyalist dipstick 
Scott Falconer from Slamanan in 
Stirlingshire. His cunning plan to 
discredit Republicans was to spray 
IRA slogans over a Protestant 
church in Falkirk, expecting his 
opponents to get the blame. 
Unfortunately writing slogans in 
support of “Shin Fane” somewhat 
undermined his cunning plan. He 
admitted property damage and 
breaching the peace and was 
sentenced to 240 hours community 
service and 18 months probation. 
With enemies like Falconer, do 
Sinn Fein need friends? 


Spot The Difference 
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The Real Hare Krishnas! 


White Van Men 

Is there a white VW Transporter van 
outside your house? If so switch 
the telly off, as the BBC have 
bought a fleet of these vans to 
clamp down on licence dodgers. 
With the intellectual case for the 
licence fee looking weaker all the 
time (especially as the BBC now 
advertise their own products all the 
time) the BBC are getting 
desperate - it is likely the Home 
Office will soon give detector van 
drivers the powers to issue on the 
spot penalties. 

There is no need to panic here 
though - they have no right of entry 
and last year they admit that four 
out of five of their visits were 
unsuccessful. Why not save 
yourself £116 a year? 

I Was Third In Line To 

The Throne 

... But Then I Got High! 

Class War was amused but not 
surprised to find that Prince Harry 
has really out done himself by 
achieving the lowest grade in his 
year at Eton in Geography! 

You would think that with all that 
privileged education the thick 
inbred bastard would manage at 
least a C grade but the dopey 
dunce only scrapped a D! What a 
thick twat! 

He has now decided to take a gap 
year and do some travelling - given 
his knowledge of geography lets 
hope the dozy cunt gets lost! 



Paul Daniels yesterday 


Money, Money, Money 

The cost of policing George W 
Bush’s three day state visit to 
Britain in 2003 - £ 4 , 142 , 536 . 

This bill comprises: 

Salary payments to police during 
the visit £ 2 , 474,552 

Police logistics during the visit 

£ 1 , 667,987 

None of these costs are paid by the 
US government, who organised the 
trip, the Queen, who hosted Bush 
at Buckingham Palace, or even 
Tony Blair, who invited him. All of it 
is paid for by you and me. 

It really is a rich man’s world! 



As you all know American 
magician Blaine survived 40 days 
suspended in a glass box above 
the Thames without food. Not 
wanting to be outdone Class War 
has asked Sir Paul Daniels to go 
one step further and do exactly the 
same stunt but under the Thames. 
If he survives well now that’s magic! 
If not even fucking better! 


Well we’ve had the Real IRA and 
the Real Countryside Alliance, so 
now make way for those saffron 
robed crusaders the Real Hare 
Krishna movement! ‘You what’ we 
can here you say? Unbelievable but 
true. A group of Hare Krishna 
monks are trying to restore the cult 
to it’s original ideals and away 
from the rape, murder and child 
abuse that has been all too 
prevalent over the last twenty years. 
Originally set up in the late 60’s by 
a Bengali holy-man the movement 
called ISKCON was left to 11 
senior western disciples to carry on 
his work after his death in 1977. 
What they created was a billion 
dollar business built on noncing, 
drugs and extortion. They divided 
up the world wide organisation into 
11 regions and have run it like 
competing Mafia crime families. 
$200 million has so far been paid 
out in damages to the families of 
children abused by these alleged 
holy-men. 

As in all religions there are those 
who are genuine believers and try 
to live as decent and well 
intentioned lives as they can. Bring 
on the Real Hare Krishnas. They 
are a movement within a 
movement. Most members are not 
publicly recognisable as they risk 
murder and physical abuse. In 
Bangalore, India the biggest Hare 
Krishna temple in the world has 
joined the rebels officially known as 
the IRM and have been physically 
attacked by the devotees of the 
leaders of the official movement. 
One monk blew himself up trying to 
plant a bomb to kill IRM members 
attending the temple. 

On another occasion 72 ‘official’ 
monks were arrested after 
rampaging through the streets 
outside a Mayapur IRM temple. 
What is in the free food these 
people give out? It’s certainly 
stronger than three Shredded 
Wheat! 


Many leaders of ISKCON today 
have had their time in the dock, but 
here’s what happened to some of 
the original 11 who took over in the 
late 70’s. 

JAYATIRTHA: Left ISKCON to start 
his own LSD cult and had his head 
cut off by one of his followers in a 
drug-induced attack in London. 
Ouch! 

TAMAL KRISHNA GOSWAMI: Told 
many different stories to justify the 
guru-hoax and carve up, died in a 
nasty car crash..oops! 

Bhagavan: Left ISKCON after 
being caught noncing, was 
imprisoned and is now back in the 
movement...surprise surprise! 

KIRTANANANDA: Left ISKCON 
after being caught noncing. 
Currently doing time for 
racketeering., shame! A bullet 
would have been better. 

RAMESVARA: Left ISKCON after 
being caught noncing (you might 
be seeing a pattern emerging 
here!) Now a millionaire working 
in real estate. 

JAYAPATAKA SWAMI: Under 
police investigation for abatement 
to suicide. Still a leading member 
and likely instigator of bomb attack 
in Mayapur. 

HARIKESHA: A leading celibate 
monk, he ran off with his massage 
therapist and a large bag of cash. 
Now happily married and enjoying 
the cash. And his therapist! 

All the above were the cream of the 
Hare Krishna movement! Pure 
Cult-tastic! Is that an axe under your 
dhoti or are you just pleased to see 
me?! 


The Really Silly Silly Names List 


If there is one thing the ruling class are useful for, it is giving us a good 
laugh. If our last list was good, this one is an absolute belter! 

9. MrTorquil Macnaughton, venture capitalist. Say no more! 

8. Mr Christian Pratt, Head of Marketing, Association of Train Operating 
Companies. No wonder the trains don’t run on time! 

7. Air Chief Marshall Sir Jock Stirrup. Sir Jock to his friends, but plain 
old Mr Stirrup to us! Amongst the guests at last years state banquet for 
the President of the United States , he was accompanied by the 
delightfully named Lady Stirrup. 

6. Mr Rupert Rhymes OBE. Atheatre impressario, his name is sure to 
reduce both the stalls and upper tier to fits of laughter. 

5. Mr Tecwen Whittock. The man with the cough on “Who wants to be a 
millionaire”. How did he expect no one to notice him with a name like 
that? 

4. Professor Sir Keith O’Nions. A name to make your eyes water, 
Professor O’Nions is Chief Scientific Adviser at the Ministry of Defence. 
Has anyone considered the theory that his colleague Dr David Kelly did 
not commit suicide but actually died laughing? 


3. Mr James Badman. We are able to report that Mr Badman is a leading 
activist in the right-wing Farmers for Action group. Very apt! At this point 
we should also mention Field Sports 
Publications Ltd. Amongst a series of 
titles about killing animals, they produce 
the unfortunately named Stalking 
Magazine. Try asking the woman in your 
corner shop for that! 

2. Commander Cressida Dick. Ms Dick 
(stop it!) is Head of Serious Crime and 
the Diversity Directorate at the 
Metropolitan Police. 

Our current favourite though has to be: 

1. Ms Camilla Giddy - A member of the 
Political Department of the Countryside 
Alliance, where she works as a 

researcher. Known as the Giddy Goat to commander Dick-Enough said 

Hunt Sabs everywhere! 
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CLASS WAR PRISONERS 

PO SOX 467 LONDON E8 3QX 



Don’t Let The Bastards 
Grind You Down 

Congratulations to the prisoners 
employed to put the 1901 census 
on the internet. HM Prison 
Service’s contract with the Public 
Records Office did not include 
anything even approaching the 
minimum wage for the prisoners 
doing all the work. But if you pay 
peanuts, you get monkey business 


As well as going slowly (well very 
slowly) prisoners ensured that 
every individual who was listed as 
a gaoler of prison officer was 
entered on the database as 
“Screw”. 

Eventually the contract was taken 
off the prison service, and 
completed by workers in India and 
Sri Lanka. 


A Wankers Wanker 

Hello to Sgt Sullivan of the State of 
Washington Department of 
Corrections. Not content with 
having to carry a truncheon all day 
to make up for having a very small 
penis, Sgt Sullivan gets to censor 
prisoners mail. 

In the UK the authorities are 
working very hard to re-classify 
political dissent as terrorism - 
that’s why a bunch of hippies 
demonstrating outside an arms fair 
get stopped and searched under 
the Terrorism Act. In the USA, those 
advocating political dissent (and 
particularly those in prisons) are 
instead classified as gang 
members, with a whole set of laws 
and red-tape given to the 
authorities to fight this “gang 
menace”. 

According to Sgt Sullivan the 
friendly, cuddly, family newspaper 
you are holding in your hands right 
now contains “gang symbols”. So 
he bans it. He also deducts the 
cost of sending a letter to England 
informing us of this decision from 
the prisoners pay. 

All in all not a very nice man. Thanks 
for your work Sgt Sullivan you have 
just made some enemies for life. 


Robbie Stewart 

During 2003 Class War (and other 
political organisation’s who support 
political prisoners) were contacted 
by Mr Stewart, who is currently in 
HMP Woodhill. He expressed 
interest in our ideas and described 
himself as an Anarchist. 

What he did not reveal is that he is 
the same Robbie Stewart who in 
2001 murdered his Asian cell mate, 
Zahid Mubarek in Feltham Young 
Offenders Institute. Convicted and 
sentenced to life imprisonment, he 
was quoted as expressing support 
for nail bombings in ethnic areas, 
and made it clear at his trial that he 
was a committed racist. 

Class War has decided not to 
correspond with Robbie Stewart 
due to the nature of the crime he 
committed. The fact that he chose 
not to mention why he was in prison, 
whilst in one letter making the aside 
that “I have ruined my life” implies 
that he is not someone who has 
come to terms with his own actions 
and the damage they have caused. 
We do not know if his interest in 
Anarchism is genuine, is to pick up 
intelligence for a racist 
organisation or if it has been 
encouraged by the authorities so 
as to discredit those who support 
prisoners. 

We do know his crime is far too 
recent and vivid to forget. Or to 
forgive. 

Reoffender of 2003 

A law firm in Orlando, Florida, has 
been shut down after it was 
revealed that not only were its 
partners not lawyers but that the 
founder was unable to attend 
evening meetings as he had to 
return to an open prison each night 
to complete a five-year term for 
fraud. 

Perhaps George Bush will use 
them to count the votes in Florida 
in this years elections! 

CAPS now has an excellent 
website at: 

www.againstprisonslaverv.org 

Individual subscriptions to the 
group cost £2 per year, £50 for 
trades unions and 
organisations. 

CAPS can be contacted at PO 
Box 74, Brighton, BN1 4ZQ. 


How the Prison 
Service Works 

1. Abuse and torture inmates at 
HMP Wormwood Scrubs 

2. Take years to admit “a 
regime of violence and torture” 

3. Settle 46 claims, paying 
£1.7 million to prisoners 

4. Keep 11 of the 14 prison 
officers responsible in their jobs 

y5. Carry on as before _ 


£2 


Hop To It 

Two one-legged convicts scaled 
security walls to break out of jail. 
They were among 26 inmates who 
sawed the bars of their cells, 
shinned to the grounds using ropes 
and then jumped overthe wall of the 
prison in Niteroi, Brazil. 

Ten convicts, including one of the 
disabled men, were caught....we 
are not pulling your leg. 


CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
PRISON SLAVERY 


A Letter From Wilko’s 

Class War members spent many Saturdays in 2003 picketing Wilkinson’s 
one of the main firms in the UK exploiting prison labour. The number of 
pickets held by the Campaign Against Prison Slavery, and some 
particularly imaginative actions in the Nottingham area, eventually saw 
Wilko’s getting some very negative media coverage in Nottinghamshire, 
where there headquarters are. This will continue for as long as Wilko’s 
exploit prison labour, and for as long as they deny union rights to their 
own staff. 

We even managed to smoke Wilko’s out into replying to us. This what 
they had to say: 
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Riot Round Up 

Its a very rebellious world out 
there! 

Think there is nothing going on - 
that everyone has given up? 
Corporate capital is unchallenged 
world-wide, save for a few religious 
mentalists trying to take us back to 
the twelfth century? Wrong! Have 
a look at some of these events from 
the tail end of last year. 

7 th October, HMP Lewes, England 
- prisoners damaged two offices 
and started several fires. 

15th October, Baku, Azerbaijan - 
protesters clashed with police in the 
worst street fighting in the country 
since the fall of Communism, in 
protest at rigged elections. 

15th October, Montreal, Canada - 
punk fans decided to do something 
useful for a change when their gig 
was cancelled and went on the 
rampage in the city centre, 
smashing shop and car windows, 
torching more than four cars and 
injuring two cops. 

16th November, Seoul, South 
Korea - trade unionists hurled 
molotov cocktails at police, 
wounding over 44 coppers. 

19th November, Seoul, South 
Korea - trade unionists attacked 
police with fire bombs and steel 
pipes in revenge for colleagues 
who had killed themselves over 
government policies. 

21st November, Miami, Florida - 
despite facing hundreds of cops 
armed with batons, concussion 
grenades, teargas, stinking liquid 
spray, plastic bullets and stun guns, 
over 1,000 protesters set fire to 
rubbish, threw stuff at cops and tried 
to pull down security fences in 
opposition to a FTAA free trade 
meeting. 

2nd December, Bangu 3 Prison, 
Brazil - a group of prisoners took 
20 people hostage, killed a screw 
and wounded two others. 

3rd December, Baker, California - 
prisoners rioted over the arrival of 
a known snitch. 

3rd December, Caracas, 
Venezuela - street vendors threw 
firecrackers and fired guns at 
police after cops tried to seize 
illegal fireworks. 

4th December, Saravan, Iran - 
protesters clashed with police after 
cops shot and killed a motorcyclist 
for failing to stop. 



18th December, Manama, Bahrain 

- stones and petrol bombs were 
thrown at cops, tyres were set on 
fire to block roads and 
photographers suspected of being 
undercover cops were attacked in 
protest at officials accused of 
torturing political prisoners not 
being prosecuted. 

24th December, Colombo, Sri 
Lanka - Buddhists (!) attacked 
police at the funeral of monk. 

25th December, Qalqiliya, West 
Bank - 200 people scaled the new 
wall separating Palestinians and 
Israelis, burnt tyres and threw rocks 
at Israeli soldiers, while in Nablus 
youths threw stones at an Israeli 
tank and were shot at, one 20 year 
old Palestinian was killed. 

27th December, Nablus, West 
Bank - Palestinians fired guns, 
threw bricks and molotovs at Israeli 
soldiers. 

28th December, Grafton, Australia 

- youths an a juvenile detention 
centre armed themselves with tools 
from a workshop and shut down the 
prison, threatening screws, setting 
fires and causing a large amount 
of damage. 

29th December, Seoul, South 
Korea - 3,000 farmers threw 
stones and steel pipes at cops 
while a free trade agreement was 
being discussed in parliament. 


Once again CWACKERS have 
been busy annoying the holy ones 
and we have some good news to 
share to all you prayer-dodgers out 
there. 

All the way from the USA, priest 
John Geoghan known locally as 
P.P. (Paedophile Priest) after being 
sentenced to ten years for abusing 
children in his care, was found 
beaten to death. 



John Geoghan - Nonce 


More than 130 people claimed they 
had been abused by PP. The 
church hushed things up for over 
three decades by moving him from 
parish to parish until the scale of 
his crimes came to light. 

We have heard this method of the 
church covering their tracks before. 
More good news came after the 
church was fined and had to award 
86 accusers $10m and pay a 
further $65m to settle hundreds 
more cases. 

Will PP be knocking on heavens 
door right now? 

His protector who helped keep the 
lid on things, Cardinal Bernard Law 
the spiritual leader of American 
Catholics, tried to ride out the 
scandal but was forced to resign 
after public outrage. Bernard Law 
is now preaching to nuns in a 
convent do they ever learn? 

Is There A God? 

A driver in Russia went into a church 
to ask Gods blessing for a safe 
journey home, and came out to find 
that his £70,000 Jeep had been 
stolen. 


30th December, Amsterdam, 
Holland - residents started fires 
and threw molotov cocktails at 
police over a ban on the tradition 
of burning Christmas trees in the 
street. 

30th December, Taupo, New 
Zealand - youths threw bottles at 
cops as they tried to enforce a 
drinking ban. 

One Man Riot 

It must have been one of those 
days! Congratulations to the 
Winchester man who decided he’d 
had enough and took direct action. 
Having been realised from custody 
earlier in the day, the unnamed man 
returned to Chichester police 
station on appropriately the 5 th of 
November. By the time he had 
finished four patrol cars were burnt 
out completely by petrol bombs, 
three others severely damaged 
and several windows in the station 
broken. 

If you are going to do it, do it 
properly is our message and this 
was one Guy Fawkes Night that 
everyone in Winchester can 
remember! 


Unfinished Business 

Back in 1992, Class War and AK 
Press published “Unfinished 
Business - The Politics of Class 
War” It was the clearest statement 
yet of our beliefs, politics and 
practices. 

A lot of things have changed since 
1992. Back then few people had 
heard of the Internet or new Labour. 
Northern Ireland was locked into 
the long war of the ‘troubles’. 
Osama Bin Laden was best mates 
with the CIA, whilst Eastern Europe 
was just beginning to throw off the 
shackles of Soviet communism. 


The thought of Arsenal playing 
attractive football, or Ken Bates 
selling Chelsea to a Russian 
billionaire seemed absurd. 

Whilst we are proud of much of the 
analysis in Unfinished Business 
(and we still get orders for it each 
month) its time we looked again 
at updating many of the points in 
there, and analysing some of the 
changes that have occurred and 
continue to occur. 

We welcome any views, or 
comments on the book, to the 
London Class War address by 1 st 
June. 


ADVERTISE IN CLASS WAR 

To advertise in britain's best known (and best selling) class struggle 
Anarchist publication, please contact London Class War. 

Rates are: 

1/16th page-£15 
1/8th page-£20 

We reserve the right to refuse adverts from hippies, known rip off 
merchants and people with their eyebrows too close together. 
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For hundreds of years the 
Palestinian people had suffered 
under the rule of the Turkish 
Ottoman Empire. The empire 
however began to crumble when 
WW1 engulfed the Middle East. It 
was the British who set up a 
mandate government with the 
promise that they would slowly 
withdraw leaving the country 
governed by the Palestinians. It 
was this same government that 
viewed with favour the 
establishment of a national home 
for the Jewish people in Palestine. 
Unrest grew in Palestine as more 
settlers arrived and no intervention 
by the British. Strikes and riots 
spread. The Zionist power had 
grown and had world wide 
sympathy. Palestinians were 
driven from their villages by the 
Zionists. The British left in 194747 
and the violence in Palestine 
spread unchecked. The state of 
Israel was finally established. 

In the following months over one 
million Palestinians were driven 
from their homes and fled to 
Lebanon, Syria or Jordan. Families 
were forever parted and many died. 
The violence worsened. 

IN 1967 Israel occupied the West 
Bank, the Gaza Strip, the Sinai 
Peninsula and the Golan Heights. 
About three million Palestinians still 
live in these areas under Israeli 
occupation, surrounded by Israeli 
settlements built on their land. 

Israelis leadership is still driven by 
greed for land, water resources, 
and power. Since October 6th 
2000, Israel has imposed a 
complete closure of the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip preventing any 
movement in or out of the sealed 
areas. Their have been reports of 
people getting shot going out to 


their work in the fields. The closure 
has affected transportation of 
Palestinians with serious injuries 
getting specialised care and 
doctors cannot get to patients or 
clinics as travel between regions is 


impossible. Full closure and 
curfews for months, Palestinian 
school’s shut down has now 
become standard and is viewed by 
Israeli society as normal and 
natural. 

News from Nablus via the 
International Solidarity Movement 
states that ‘checkpoints are inside 
all the West Bank they mean that 
people cannot move from village to 
village, village to city, city to farms 
etc. There is a checkpoint at each 
turn. Soldiers have complete 
control on who passes and when 
they pass. Palestinians must have 
the ‘proper papers’ this permission 
is difficult to obtain and rarely 
granted. To get to school, work or 
even the doctor, meant 
Palestinians in the villages need to 
cross into the cities. They are rarely 
allowed. Often people who sneak 
around to get into the city are 
detained at the checkpoint 
attempting to out. This involves 
confiscation of their IDs and 
holding them in separate areas 
and often involves handcuffs, 
blindfolds and gags. Detainees are 


often held for many hours, 
sometimes as many as twelve, in 
the hot sun without water. Legally 
the soldiers cannot detain people 
for longer than 3 hours before 


releasing them or arresting them. 
This practise is rarely followed. 
Many times members of the ISM 
have observed detainees taken out 
of view and beaten. Many 
checkpoints are in place solely to 


control people crossing over settler 
roads. Usually most people are 
denied passage. While hundreds 
of Palestinians line up, waiting to 
pass to their homes, settlers walk 
past freely. Many cases of settler 


brutality occur near the 
checkpoints, often left unchecked 
by the soldiers watching. 
Palestinians are left unsafe from 
both the soldier and settler 
harassment. Checkpoints serve to 
control and humiliate Palestinians 


on a daily basis and it is at these 
checkpoints that are seen some of 
the most significant human rights 
violations and violations of 
people’s dignitaries.’ 

With the majority of Palestinians 
locked in their towns, the Israeli 
army is terrorising areas with 
massive force. Residential 
Palestinians in the vicinity of 
Jerusalem, or other settlement 
blocks such as Beit Jala, Beit 
Sahour, Bethlehem, El Birreh and 
Hebron have been bombarded 
almost every night with missiles 
machine guns and ‘precision 
weapons’ while the Israeli army call 
on the Palestinians to evacuate. 
Israeli settlers, on the other hand 
have been free to attack and shoot 
people and destroy property. 

Class War met with Ted Curtis who 
recently went to Palestine to join 
with the International Solidarity 
Movement, non violent peace 
activists. What follows is taken from 
that meeting with Ted. 


Ted’s interest in the Middle East 
had stemmed from his 
disillusionment with British politics. 
He was interested in medieval 
history, went to Rome and read a 
couple of historical books about 


the Middle East. He read more and 
more and whilst at the Anarchist 
Bookfair someone from the ISM 
gave him a leaflet about Palestine 
and asked if he would like to go out 
there. 

On his arrival at Tel Aviv airport he 
states everyone had difficulties 
with the Israeli soldiers. “The 
Israeli’s hate everyone, the reason 
being is because of the way they 
have took someone’s else’s land. 
They have a siege mentality which 
is partly to do with two millennium 
of anti Jewish feeling and their 
recent history. Questioning at 
length why people are here and 
going to x. Most of the time it was 
quiet there, but then you could be 
walking down a road and suddenly 
there’s a checkpoint. Some guy 
has been stripped naked and 
blindfolded and made to sing anti 
Arab songs in order to get back to 
a house across the checkpoint. 
Extreme measures to satisfy 
themselves of this. 

Ted tells us more of his arrival in 
Israel. “One thing I really remember 
after arriving at Tel Aviv airport was 
that it is like an American airport. 
When the taxi driver picked us up 
we drove through Tel Aviv and then 
onto the highway which crosses 
round very big houses with nice 
gardens. Then you get to 
Jerusalem and it’s lovely, historic 
and polished. But as soon as you 
cross that green line into the West 
Bank it’s so different. There’s no 
street lighting, telephone wires are 
hanging across the streets joined 
together by clothes pegs and dust 
is blowing everywhere. The roads 
are full of holes, there’s nothing just 
poverty. During curfew which can 
be for three or four months, if the 
Palestinians go out they could be 
shot. They cannot farm and there 
are minimal provisions in the shops 



Kalandia - The most notorious checkpoint between Israel and the occupied territories 




Palestinians at a checkpoint near Jerusalem 
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such as flour. They break the curfew 
just to survive. 

Ted went to Nablus, Ramallah and 
Salfit, a large village with lots of 
satellite villages right in the middle 
of the Zionists largest settlement in 
the West Bank. ‘Ariel’ has one 
hundred armed settlers and they 
want all the land around - for free. 
For this reason they deliberately 
discharge their sewerage into the 
water supply of the local villages 
and go around terrorising people, 
cutting down their olive trees and 
shooting their sheep. 

We were interested to hear about 
the fate of prisoners there. Ted told 
us that when someone disappears 
or is put into detention no reason 
has to given it is just said that they 
are a threat to security. That 
automatically means six months 
subject to renewal, which does not 
mean that you may get out in less 
than six months but that in six 


babies. The US controls the world 
media and the world media 
supports Israel. Because it is a 
strategic asset for the US Empire 
and its control of the world’s 
resources particularly in the major 
petro-chemical regions.” 

We asked Ted if he was still in 
contact with the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign members 
and the International Solidarity 
Movement. He said he was and for 
the past two years and regularly 
receives e-mails as he is on their 
mailing list. Apart from when, he 
says, there’s a crackdown by Israeli 
spoofs. 

“There’s a small ISM group in 
London who carry out direct action 
here. For example, the bulldozers 
that demolish Palestinians homes 
are made by Caterpillar, their head 
office is in Oxford Street. People 
of ISM dressed up as a 20 feet 
cardboard JCB sealing off the area 
and saying to everyone “this is a 



Palestinians throw rocks over the security fence at Qalqilya in the West Bank 


Pole of Proles 

With the government’s proposed new test of “Britishness” for immigrants 
being introduced, Class War thought it would be a good time to test our 
readers to find out how many of you are true class warriors. 

Try our quiz to test your working class credentials. 

1. You are walking down a local street at night when you see a 
British National Party member out leafleting. Do you: 

a. Have a discussion with them about the pros and cons of the Euro 

b. Hide your Anti-Nazi League badge and cross the road hurriedly, 
composing in your mind a stiff letter to The Guardian 

c. Sneak up behind them, hit them over the head with a blunt instrument 
then kick them several times until they see the error of their ways 

2. Its Saturday morning. Are you: 

a. Going out to support your local fox hunt 

b. Flogging over-priced lefty papers in the town centre 

c. In bed nursing a fucking massive hangover 

3. There is an anti-capitalist demonstration in central London. Are 
you: 

a. Complaining to traffic police about how its interrupted your shopping 
on Regents Street 

b. Flogging over priced lefty newspapers on Oxford Street 

c. In the pub enjoying some Dutch courage waiting for it to kick off 

4. Its Friday evening, and you are. 

a. Having a dinner party with all the local toffs 

b. Attending a shit Marxist forum before selling over-priced lefty papers 

c. Doing a spot of graffiti before going down the pub to meet all your 
mates 

5. You are about to attend a gig in town. Are you. 

a. Going to see Swan lake 

b. Outside the venue flogging overpriced lefty newspapers 

c. In a pub drinking loads of cheep beers before going to see your 
favourite band! 

Answers 


Mostly a’s You are a fat Tory bastard. What are you doing reading 
Class War? 

Mostly b’s You obviously think you are a class warrior but have got 

mixed up with the Trots. Please leave now and do 
something useful with your life. 

Mostly c’s Congratulations you have passed the test. See you on 
the next riot! 


Class War Conference 


months they will bring it up again 
and ask if that person is still a threat 
to security. There was a guy 
released after some deal months 
ago he had been in for 20 years all 
the way through the Oslo accord 
and peace process. That’s not 
uncommon in the imperialist 
occupation. 

None of the ISM went into the 
villages without prior consultation 
with the village leaders. If there was 
any discomfort on the part of the 
Palestinians they would not go in. 
“They do think we are a bit weird at 
first mainly down to the culture gap. 
Often they think that’s what’s 
broadcast on the media here is as 
they see it and therefore they think 
that the world knows exactly what’s 
going on and that no one cares. It 
takes a lot of talking and 
discussion for them to understand 
it is not so and that people get a 
very skewed view of the occupation 
through the world media. People 
then get a view that they are all 
terrorists and want to kill Jewish 


closed military zone where we are 
going to pull down your houses 
now”. There’s also a weekly picket 
of Marks and Spencer’s who are a 
corporate donor to Israel. 

When asked what people could do 
here to help the situation in 
Palestine Ted suggested that they 
give money to the ISM to help send 
more volunteers out there, or to 
contact the ISM and do direct 
action here. If any one wants to go, 
there are regular training sessions 
held in London. 

Ted Curtis’s book about his time in 
Palestine - By Theft and Murder is 
available by contacting 
sparechangebooks@yahoo.co.uk 
Price - £6.50 

Ted’s novel “Seaton Grove” is 
available from Centreprise and 
Housemans bookshops in London 
and also from AK Press - 
www.akuk.com 

For more on the International 
Solidarity Movement visit 
http://www.palsolidarity.org/ 


We had hoped to hold our 2003 
conference at the Millenium Dome, 
but received a rather shirty reply 
from them: 



The shape of things to come? 


“Dear Class War 

Thank you for your recent enquiry 
dated the 14 th August concerning 
using the Millenium Dome for your 
annual conference on 26 th October. 
Unfortunately our current plans 
indicate that the venue is being 
prepared for a large event during 
this period and is not available for 
hire” 

Yours sincerely, 

Brian Roberts 
Head of Operations 
Dome Site Project Office 

Oh well there’s always next year! 
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The Class War Good Pub Guide 


With apologies to Billy Bleach from 
the Fast Slow, Class War present 
our own guide to pubs and howto 
use them. 

Pubs come in all shapes and 
sizes. Normally the best 
boozers are in the worst areas— 
you don't want to drink 
somewhere too popular, its hard 
to get served, its difficult to sell 
weed and nicked gear and the 
chances are some tosser and 
his muggy family will try and sit 
next to you. We at class war 
have made a list of pubs to 
steer clear of: 

RIVERSIDE PUBS 

Give them a swerve. Favourite 
haunts of the middle classes. 
Look out for the kias in the car 
park and pesto or organic on 
the menu.Pesto!have a word! I 
thought pesto was someone 
who got on your nerves in 
Spain. 

REAL ALE PUBS 

Nightmare boozers,these,full of 
beards and men with bunches 
of keys hanging from their jeans. 
Most of these blokes are virgins 
whose idea of a good night out 
is five pints of old scratch foot 
followed by a game of 
Dungeons and dragons on their 
own. Real ale pubs never have 
juke boxes or fruit machines, 
they give me the creeps just 
thinking bout them. 

BIG PUBS 

You often find these on the 
outskirts of town, you can 
arrange to meet someone in 
one of these and spend all night 
looking for them. You also get 
a lot of fights In these barn- 
style boozers and, unless 
you've got a weapon stashed, 
chances are you'll get a doing in 
the car park. 

IRISH PUBS 

These can be allright,though 
they can be a bit selective when 
they serve you if they suss 
you're not a paddy. All that fiddle 
music.urgh and you often get 
some old trout singing along to 
the juke box after she's had a 
few(what a racket).Good for 
contacts if your in the building 
game. 

PUBS NEAR PIG STATIONS 

Give them a wide birth for 
obvious reasons. You can easily 


spot filth in a pub. Plod will be 
up at the bar drinking scotch 
and being loud. Plainclothes are 
just as easy, they look like 
children and never have a 
girlfriend with them. 

PUBS NEAR THE DOLE 
OFFICE 

Again —steer clear. Full of 
grasses and wrong-uns. 

RESTAURANT PUBS 

Buffet,chilli con carne,thai,deep 
fried potato skins.Bolloxll go to 
a boozer for a drink, not to 
watch some plum helping him 
self to the salad bar. 

FAMLY PUBS 

I can't even bear to talk about 
these. 

In fact, the only pubs I can 
whole-heartedly recommend 
across the board, wherever you 
are, are... 

THE PUBS THAT TIME 
FORGOT 

Brilliant. They normally have two 
bars, the lounge and the snug. 
Always nice and quiet. The snug 
should be empty apart from 
some old geezer in a suit 
drinking light & ale. Frosted glass 
and should still have draught 
mild. All the sandwiches 
wrapped in cellophane-ham and 
cheese, nothing else. People 
mind there own business in 
these places, good for seedy 
anarchist meetings. 

P.S.Should sell pickled eggs as 
well. 

PISS OFFM-PEOPLE TO 
STEER CLEAR OF IN PUBS 

People who ask for a read of 
your paper. 

People who ask if you want to 
play darts. 

People who say "are you coming 
to the quiz tonight" 

People who say "it's no good 
having real ale if you don’t clean 
the pipes."(usually bearded). 
People who have SWP badges. 
People who rip open their crisp 
packet and put them in the 
middle of the table. 

People who put Chris Rea on the 
juke box and then say "I didn' t 
put this on." 

People with collection tins. 
Americans who ask-"do you 
have coffee?" 

Posh people who sit next to you 
when you're watching the footy 
on sky and make out that 
they're your mate. 


Beggar Off! 

One of the characteristics of 
New Labour, and middle class 
opinion generally is its desire to 
tell you what to do. All the time. 
How long until smoking is 
banned in London pubs the 
way it is in New York? 

London is currently full of posters 
encouraging people not to give 
money to beggars. By doing so 
people are apparently funding hard 
drugs and alcohol abuse. A 
website has been set up to 
promote this message - 
www.killingwithkindess.com. Local 
initiatives are also taking place, 
such as “Break the Chain” in 
Islington, a project run jointly 
between Islington council and the 
police. 


Some pretty dubious views are 
being put forward by the anti¬ 
begging campaign. On the one 
hand we are told that many 
beggars are not homeless people 
at all - according to Killing With 
Kindness, 49% of those arrested 
for begging in Camden give fixed 
addresses when charged. Of 
course they do - your chances of 
getting bail unless you give an 
address (any address) are virtually 
nil. 

Next up is the argument that 
there is no need for anyone to be 
homeless. The price of rents in 
London rather demolishes this 
claim. Government targets to 
reduce homeless figures virtually 
guarantee that the official figures 
are an underestimate, but a count 
one night in March 2003 found 133 
rough sleepers in Westminster. 
According to the website cited 
above Westminster Council 
managed to permanently house 
just 70 people from hostels in 
2002. That is less than two a week. 

The third argument against 
giving to beggars is that it takes 
money away from recognised 
charities, who could help the 


homeless. Indeed it does. Why 
donate money at source, to a 
homeless person, when it could be 
given to an organisation with a 
head office, regional offices, board 
of directors, Chief Executive, 
administration centre and a team 
of consultants? Charity has 
become an industry like any other, 
and one thing this campaign will do 
is help the charity industry 
safeguard its market. 

Many beggars do spend most 
of their income on drugs and 
alcohol. So do many people in full 
time employment, but the 
government is yet to cite that fact 
as an argument for giving us more 
time off work! We fail to see what it 
has to do with Tony Blair if someone 
chooses to give their own money 
to a beggar, or if in turn that beggar 
chooses to spend their money in 


whichever way they please. 

Finally if we were to accept the 
argument that giving to beggars is 
giving money to people who cannot 
help themselves, surely we could 
apply this argument to the 
government itself? 

Blair has now led Britain into 
three wars in six and a half years in 
office. Why should we give him 
money in taxes just so he can carry 
on spending it on weapons, getting 
into fights with other countries and 
subsidising his power-drunken 
mates? As always with the middle 
classes they expect far-higher 
standards from everyone else than 
they are willing to deliver 
themselves. 

Surely its time we kicked this 
beggar into the gutter where he 
belongs? 


Notes and Corrections 

Apologies to Norwich Anarchists 
who had paid for an advert in the 
last Class War but we forgot to put 
it in! Or was it that we could not 
understand their bumpkin accents? 


QUC^JES 

“According to Michael Stone, Adair was nicknamed ‘Willy Watcher’by 
the other prisoners because he was always looking to see how well 
endowed they were in the communal showers” 

An interesting insight into the prison activities of Johnny Adair, from David 
Lister and Hugh Jordan’s “Mad Dog - The Rise and Fall of Johnny 
Adair and C Company. 


This space exists in the paper because you did not write anything to fill 
it! Class War is your paper - share your news, views, articles, graphics, 
cartoons, and next issue there will be no spaces. 


Your kindness 

could kill 
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War Merchandise 


Books 

All Power To The Imagination by Dave Douglass £5 

Class struggle, trade unions, the miners’ strike, and all'for a fiver!. 

Anarchist by Ian Bone £3 

Hard hitting debut novel from Class War founder member Ian Bone. 

The Rich at Play published by RPM . £4 


A serious look at The Countryside Alliance, fox hunting and land ownership 
in the UK. Articles by activists from Class War, Corporate Watch and RPM. 
Essential reading if you hate the people who “own” this green and pleasant 
land! 

Unfinished Business ■ The Politics of Class War .................... 

The Class War Federation’s most complete statement of its politics to date. 
Turning Up The Heat - MI5 After The Cold War ■ Larry O’Hara 

Yet more superb work by the overweight researcher in a suit 


Pamphlets and Magazines 

21st Century Class War: Introduction To The Fed . . £1 

Manifesto into the new millennium. 

Bash The Fash: Anti-Fascist Recollections 1984-93 by K Bullstreet . £2 

The first in a series of recollections from active anti-fascists. 

Class War -1 back issue 20p 

Class War -3 back issues 50p 

Are you missing copies of your favourite newspaper? Most issues going 
back to the late 80s available 

London Calling . SAEs 

Send 6 SAEs for a years worth of the monthly bulletin of London Class War 
Notes From The Borderland issue 5 £3.50 

The Winter 2003-4 issue, articles on the new head of MI5 and her Royal 
connections, the BBC's "True Spies" programme, plus an important article 
on the BNP. Most significant of all is startling new evidence about the 1999 
London nail bombing. Essential reading for all anti-fascists.. 


Australia Class War Pamphlets 

Their Worst Fucking Nightmare . 

36-page pamphlet packed with action ahead 

of theory. If you like reading dull theoretical texts written by men with 

food in their beards, avoid this pamphlet like the plague! 

Interviews with the Class Warriors 

Conversation with some of the young 

men and women involved with Class War in Australia. 

War on the Streets - The third and final Aussie CW pamphlet. . . . 

Details who we are fighting, why, and how we 
intend to take the battle to the bastards. 


Badges and Stickers 


Small metal CW badge £1.50 

Button badges : 6 for £2 

Cuntryside Alliance or 40p 

Tony Blair - Wanker! each 

Anti-Rich League 
Class War - Just Do It! 

CW logo 
Harry Roberts. 


50 Class War stickers -13 egually offensive designs £1 

Bigots, Nobodies, Perverts (BNP) 

Bollocks To The Countryside Alliance 
Capitalism Is Killing Football 
Class War Logo 

Pound Or Euro - Who Gives A Shit? 

Buy From The Black Market 

Why Not Hang A Fascist From This Lamppost? 

No To Heroin 

No Muggers, No Burglars 
No War But The Class War 
Fuck The Police 

Tony Blair - Bastard Son Of Margaret Thatcher 
New Homes For The Rich - German Version 


Class War Lighters - Burn The Rich! £1 

Patches - Class War Logo 50p 

Records 

Out Of Order psc - Advance Australia Where? £5 

Hardcore punk from down under 

Mayhem 2003 £8 

18 Australian bands for Class War, including Thought Crime, A.V.O., Charter 
77, Bulldog Spirit and many more. 

Class War Spoken Word Series £4 each 


50p We are pleased to launch 3 new CDs, courtesy of our group down under: 

“Street Corner Rants - Class War Poets From The Housing Estates” 

Something old, something new but definitely nothing blue! 

“Bash The Rich” 

50p Informed political opinion over a driving drum and bass soundtrack. Keep it 
hardcore! 

“Class War On The Streets” 

50p More drum and bass, this time with a new commentary on the world we live 
in, with a special emphasis on the rich and powerful. 


Class War Clothing 

T-shirt: Class War - Probably The Best War In The World . 

Bottle Green Carlsberg style shirtsavailable in small, medium, large 
and fat bastard sizes. 

Women’s Stretch Tops 
available in the following designs: 

Crass - Wealth Is A Ghetto 
Dead Kennedys - Logo 
Conform - The Official Way of Life 
Class War - CW design and slogan 
Band Shirts 
Black Flag-XL only 

Dead Kennedys - Red logo on white shirt 
General Shirts 

Bin Laden - God Is My Co-Pilot - XL only 
Conform, Obey, Consume - L and XL only 
Conform - The Official Way Of Like - L and XL only 
Dead Bored? Life's Easy With Heroin! - L and XL only 
Green Piece (white shirt, green gun) - XL only 
McGarbage Will Pollute You - L and XL only 
Mind Control - In The Comfort Of Your Own Home - XL only 
Officer Friendly? - Medium or XL only 

The Price Of Petrol Is Murder (George Bush at the pump!) - XL only 
World Domination Goes Better With Coke - XL only 
Carjack The Rich - Black shirt with a picture of a carjacking 
Class War Shirts 

ACAB - Blue anti-cop shirt - XL only 
Anti-Pauline Hanson - Medium only 
Class War half-mesh shirts with CW print - M/L/XL/Sumo! 

Class War - "Top People - We'll Give 'Em A Rise!" - Large only 

Class War Against Authority - Medium or XL only 

Class War - Grey colourless shirt 

Girls Stretch Tops - All with the CW logo 

Purple tops - Small, medium and large only 

Sky blue tops - Medium only 

Hooded Tops 

Blue hooded tops, all with Class War print - Small and medium only 
Black hooded tops, all with Class War print - Large and XXL only 


£8 

£6 


£5 

£7 

£7 


Videos 

Insurrection - Incitement to Riot 3 

(57 minutes) New Class War video featuring the best of street protest and 
action from around the world! Taking in Seattle, Prague, Genoa, Woodstock 
the second, London plus the odd sighting of Homer Simpson and Harold 
Bishop(!). Remember everybody’s got to keep fucking everybody else until 
we are all the same colour! 

Hardcore Riot Porno - Volume 1 

Warning, this video may cause offence to the liberals! Featuring the ring of 
free trade, footage from the protest against the EU summit in Thessaloniki, 
the video of Carlo Guiliani by Conflict, plus two romantic duets by George 
Bush and Tony Blair. All proceeds to those still imprisoned in Thessaloniki. 

Calendar 

Our 2004 calendar commemorates the great miner's strike of 1984-5. Action 
photographs straight from the picket line 


£7 



All new Class War badges appearing shortly 

The most up to date list of merchandise can be found at: 
http://www.londonclasswar.org 


More info on Class War Records and future releases can be 
found at: http://www.classwar4real.com 


£7 


£7 


£3 


To order the latest merchandise please tot up the total cost of all the items you want, add 10% to cover our postage and then send a Cheque or Postal Order to: 

PO Box 467 London E8 3QX 

Cheques made out to "London Class War" only. For bulk order rates please phone or e-mail for a quote. 

Australian Class War has an excellent merchandise catalogue available on request from: Class War, Suite 20, 26 Princes Highway, Sydney 2224, Australia. 
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Interview with Mark Barnsley for “Direkte Aktion” (German FAU-Newspaper), October 2003 


You've been to prison two times. 
Both seem strange at first sight. 
How comes that a 19 year old 
anarchist is caught with plastic 
explosives [the word in German 
is “Plastiksprengstoff”]? How did 
you get 8 years of prison for 
defending yourself, your friend 
and child against a mob of 
drunken highly aggressive 
students? 

I was involved with the struggle from 
my earliest years. The 1960’s and 
1970’s were very different times, the 
working class were far more 
powerful than they are today, the 
struggle was at a more intense level 
with people more willing to fight for a 
better world, and certainly in Britain 
there was talk of a right-wing 
backlash and even of a military coup. 
The politics of active armed struggle 
are now only advocated by a minority 
within the European Left and 
Anarchist movement, but in the 
1970’s things were different. If you got 
involved in the movement then you 
would come into contact with these 
ideas very quickly. I was involved in 
some very militant anti-fascist 
activity, and in many respects taking 
up the gun was a logical progression 
from that. Of course, with the 
hindsight of more than 25 years it’s 
not hard to see our failings, but some 
comrades are, even now, still paying 
the price for the courage they showed 
then. I was never a vanguardist, I 
have always believed in the mass 
action of the organised working class, 
but there was a time when I was 
involved in the armed struggle. 

Revolutionary solidarity should never 
be a stranger within our movement, 
today people risk their lives in 
Palestine by facing tanks and Israeli 
bullets as part of the ISM, in the 
1970’s we did things slightly 
differently. In 1978 I was 17, the 
Lebanese civil war was still raging, 
and the Israelis invaded the country 
that year. Together with other 
Anarchist comrades I decided to 
travel to Lebanon to show solidarity 
with the Palestinian and Lebanese 
anti-fascist and anti-imperialist 
struggle. Two years later, a few 
weeks before my 19th birthday, I was 
arrested at Dover in England in 
possession of a small amount of 
plastic explosives, and as a result got 
my first prison sentence. 

In the 1980’s I was sent to prison 
twice again, though only for a few 
days, for refusing to pay fines in 
relation to minor political offences - 
in one case what I was sent to prison 
for was putting up a poster against 
busfare increases! And by 
coincidence the man who ordered 
this prosecution was David Blunkett, 
then leader of Sheffield City Council, 
and now British Home Secretary, a 
right-wing scumbag who still has an 
unquenchable thirst for locking-up 
working-class people. 


What happened in 1994 was a little 
bit different to what had happened to 
me in the past. When I had been 
involved in the armed struggle, when 
I had been on picket lines and 
demonstrations, I’d viewed arrest as 
an occupational hazard, but when I 
went out on the afternoon of June 8th 
1994, pushing my baby daughter in 
her pram, I never expected that it 
would lead to me going to prison for 
8 years. I think the German 
revolutionary Bommi Baumann once 
said, “Illegality is like treading in 
dogshit, it can happen to anyone at 
any time.” He was right. The British 
cops hated my guts, they’d been 
harassing me in Sheffield for years, 
and they were about to get an 
opportunity, however unlikely, to take 
me out of circulation for a long time. 

Basically, what happened is that 
myself and the friend who was with 
me, Jane Leathborough, decided to 
stop to have a drink outside a pub. 
Unfortunately though, we had picked 
the same pub as a gang of drunken 
middle-class louts, who first verbally 
abused us and then physically 
attacked me. I was hit over the head 
with a bottle or heavy glass, had my 
nose broken, my teeth knocked out, 
my ribs broken, I was kicked and 
punched by a large gang over a 
distance of several hundred metres, 
and was lucky to escape with my life. 
Several weapons were used by my 
attackers, and in the early stages of 
the assault one of them produced a 
knife and I was cut on the hand. To 
stop myself being killed I succeeded 
in gaining possession of the knife, 
and continued to try and get away, 
but because of the way they 
continued to throw themselves onto 
me, to kick and punch me, and knock 
me to the floor, it is certainly the case 
that some of the students were cut 
with the knife as well as possibly 
being injured with the other weapons 
they were carrying themselves. 
These louts were so drunk they didn’t 
even realise they’d been injured until 
after they’d finally finished beating me 
up. 

There were plenty of witnesses to the 
incident, even some of my assailants 
admitted attacking me, but 
nonetheless the only person arrested 
was me. I was taken to Woodseats 
police station in Sheffield, against 
which I’d previously brought civil 
proceedings for wrongful arrest and 
malicious prosecution. But the 
biggest surprise was yet to come, 
the man now in charge of this 
Sheffield police station was none 
other than the very same man who’d 
arrested me in Dover, on the 
Southern coast of England, in 1980 
for possession of explosives, when 
he was then a Detective Inspector in 
the British Special Branch (Britain’s 
political police.) I knew I could expect 
no favours. 

After more than a year locked up in 
prison I came to trial charged with 
injuring 5 of the middle-class thugs 


who’d attacked me. The trial was a 
farce, the prosecution withheld huge 
amounts of evidence, my attackers 
and the cops lied through their teeth, 
the judge used every dirty trick he 
could think of. I was convicted on 2 
of the charges, and strangely of 3 
lesser offences with which I wasn’t 
even charged. Ordinarily, upon 
conviction you might expect 
probation or a relatively short prison 
sentence, with my political history I 
got 12 years. 

You've been moved about 20 
times during your 8 years penalty. 
Sound's like a lot of trouble and 
fights. What were the general 
points of conflict and what was 
the hardest one? 

Prison states always try to isolate 
prisoners. In Britain we call it 
‘ghosting’, the sudden transfer of a 
prisoner via the segregation unit. I 
was moved 22 times, from seg unit 
to seg unit, all around the country, to 
try and isolate me from my 
supporters, those outside prison and 
those within the prison system. It 
never worked, no matter where I was 
sent I still had support, comrades 
would visit me and organise protests 
where necessary, other prisoners 
would help me in whatever way that 
they could. Even from in solitary, I 
was able to organise actions and 
protests. Why did this happen? 
Prison systems are not run like liberal 
democracies they are run like fascist 
police states, they aim to crush any 
resistance or defiance swiftly and 
brutally, not just to punish the person 
who stands up to them, but to send 
a message to others: “Stand against 
us, and this is what will happen.” That 
is why I thought it so important to 
continue to fight back, to subvert that 
message, and send in return a 
message to other prisoners that 
resistance will always endure, and 
that while solidarity exists no prisoner 
is ever alone. None of the time I spent 
in solitary was easy, often the 
conditions were absolutely brutal, 
and certainly challenging, but in the 
segregation unit I always felt very 
strong, because I knew that the 
Enemy could never stop me 
resisting, and that even if they beat 
me to death I would remain defiant 
to the end. Once you have seen the 
worst they can do to you, once you 
have endured that without breaking, 
you have triumphed, and they know 
that. 


How did the British jail system 
change between 1994 and 2002 
from your day-by-day 
perspective? 

In 1994 there was an escape by IRA 
prisoners from the ‘Special Secure 
Unit’ of Whitemoor maximum security 
prison, and 6 months later another 
escape from Parkhurst maximum 
security prison on the Isle of Wight. 
The circumstances of these 
escapes, the ease with which they 
had happened, were a great 
embarrassment for the prison 
system, and this was the signal for a 
wave of repression to be unleashed. 
The changes implemented over the 
next few years were far-reaching and 
numerous, but among the most 
significant were the introduction of 
Mandatory Drug Testing and the so- 
called Incentives and Earned 
Privileges Scheme. From late 1995 
prisoners were forced to give urine 
samples for drug analysis, in this way 
a culture of cannabis use (which was 
largely tolerated or even 
encouraged) was replaced by 
greater heroin use, because 
cannabis stays in the body for up to 
45 days whereas heroin can be 
flushed out in one or two. The 
‘Incentives and Earned Privileges 
Scheme’ is a ‘divide and rule’ system, 
a State-defined class system, which 
splits prisoners into one of 3 groups, 
according to their perceived 
“behaviour and overall compliance”, 
and determines the “privileges” 
(visits, phonecalls, pay, time out of 
cell, conditions, etc) they are entitled 
to. Both of these schemes were an 
attempt to undermine inter-prisoner 
solidarity and replace it with a culture 
of selfishness. Other changes have 
included deliberately eroding the 
quality and quantity of visits, and 
harassing visitors, to undermine 
prisoner-family contact, reducing the 
statutory exercise period to only half 
an hour per day, savage cuts in 
education budgets, and greater 
exploitation of prison labour. Since 
1994 the State have managed to 
reclaim almost all the concessions 
to humanity prisoners fought so hard 
to achieve in the previous 25 years, 
they have taken back control of the 
high security prisons where solidarity 
and prisoner autonomy was greatest, 
and having subjugated the 
mainstream prison population, they 
are now busy exploiting it as never 
before. 


Now Or Never! 

Norwich's finest newspaper, filled 
with news, practical information, 
humour and an haiiy agony aunt. 
All yours for £i including p+p. 
Cheques made payable to “Norwich 
Anarchists” 

AO. Box 48?, Norwich, JVR2 
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No surprise that the 
Met police caved in 
over the illegal arrests 
of demonstrators 
opposing the Queen’s 
Jubilee celebrations in 
2002. It is not yet illegal 
to demonstrate in the 
UK (although Mr 
Blunkett is working hard 
on changing that) but 
arrests made in a pub, 
after a demonstration 
has finished, are even 
rarer. Congratulations 
to the 23 activists who 
won £3500 each from 
the Met. And in case 
you have not seen one 
before, here’s a letter of 
apology from the 
police! 


You give the impression of an 
optimistic and powerful person. 
How did you manage to survive 
prison? 

With a smile and a twinkle in my eye! 

Seriously, while it’s true I’m a 
survivor, I am often left in awe by the 
tales of fortitude of other people. Even 
in the face of the darkest repression, 
where brutality is at it’s worst, and 
hope seems at a low point, people 
fight on with integrity and courage. It 
is this indominitable spirit of 
humanity, that I have seen on so 
many occasions first-hand, which I 
sincerely believe will eventually bring 
down this rotten system that makes 
prisoners of us all. It is this that keeps 
me optimistic. 

What do you do now? How did you 
get along during your first year of 
“freedom”? 

I organise as I have always done, I 
am as politically active as ever, in 
prisoner support work, as an anti¬ 
fascist, in environmental politics, in 
squatting, and in every area of 
struggle it is possible for me to be 
involved in. Despite what happened 
to me in 1994, and despite the police 
harassment I have suffered since 


my release, and continue to suffer, I 
will not for a moment turn away from 
the revolutionary path I embarked on 
as a child. Things have not been 
easy for me, far from it, day to day 
life has been a struggle, even with 
the help I’ve received from comrades, 
but if struggle was easy they wouldn’t 
call it that would they? We’re fighting 
for a whole world, our enemies aren’t 
going to give it up easily, and they will 
fight dirty, we have to expect that, we 
have to remain strong. I think it was 
Alexander Berkman who once said, 
‘As Anarchists we do not look forward 
to a revolution in the future, but to a 
revolution from the moment we 
become Anarchists.’ My revolution 
has thus far endured for nearly 30 
years, and despite the worst efforts 
of the State to crush my resistance it 
only gets stronger. Continuing to take 
the fight to the Enemy, to struggle for 
a better world every day, is not just 
something I have always done, and 
will always do, but it is an act of 
vengeance against the State which 
stole 10 years of my life. 



Its Yer Money I’m After Baby 


The Class War Federation is an 
organisation of groups and 
individuals who have come 
together to change the Society 
we live in, to improve the lot of 
working class people. 

This Society is divided into 
classes based on control of its 
institutions and wealth. The 
Ruling Class - those who “own” 
the factories or natural resources 
- whether it’s through shares or 
being chairman of the board 
etc., who are under normal 
circumstances supported by the 
Middle Class - those who gain 
their position in society by 
patronage of the Ruling Class - 
who carry out their dirty work 
of controlling and (dis) 
organising the working class who 
do all the necessary work. Such 
a society is the root cause of 
most of the problems 
experienced by Working Class 
people the World over, as the 
Ruling Class has every intention 
of keeping its privileged 
position it must be destroyed- 
this is Class War. 

Real change can only come 
about by working class people 
organising themselves to deal 
with the problems that they 
experience and to provide for 
ourselves. 

It is not about becoming better 
treated slaves but masters of our 
destiny. Direct action is 
necessary against the 
individuals and institutions who 
stand in the way of this. There is 
no alternative. Violence is a nec¬ 
essary part of the Class War - not 


THIS IS 
CLASS 
WAR 

as elitist terrorists but as an inte-l 
grated part of the Class - the} 
started it, we’ll have to| 
finish it! 

Class society creates othei 
abuses based upon thel 
prejudices of Ruling or Middlel 
Class such as gender, ethnicl 
origin, sexuality, disability. Thel 
Ruling Class often use these tol 
divide our class. We must unitel 
on the basis of we have ini 
common our Working Class[ 
backgrounds and needs. 

The Class must fight thesel 
divisions, on all fronts. Abovel 
all the CWF believes thatl 
politics cannot be separatee 
from life - and life from politics.! 
We reject the missionary/ right-1 
eous so called “revolutionary”! 
Left. Our politics must be ful-| 
filling and relevant to our ever 
day lives. 

Working Class people must take| 
responsibility for theii 
progressive revolutionary 
politics - fly by night middlel 
class radicals have been the banel 
of our movement for as long as| 
the Working Class has existed. 

OUR AIM 

Therefore the aim of the CWF| 
is to increase the militancy anc 
self awareness of the Workingl 
Class in defending their interestsl 
and solving their problems. Wei 
do this through propaganda,! 
active participation and debate| 
as equals. 


Unlike other political organisations Class War has no full-time staff. Nor 
do we have wealthy backers or well -connected mates to put gigs on for 
us ortoslipus the odd grand. Basically with Class War what you see is 
what you get - a group of people working together to try to improve their 
lives, and having a bit of a laugh into the bargain. 

The more of us work together, the more things we can change. That is 
why we want you to get involved in the organisation. If you cannot at this 
stage by all means feel free to make a donation or to support us in some 
other way. 

Doing nothing just means that things are going to stay the same that little 
while longer! 


Join Class War! 

Class War membership costs £12 per calendar year 
(£6 unwaged) and is open to anybody who agrees with 
our politics and has been in touch with their local Class 
War group for 3 months. Drop us a line to get involved! 
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The Angry Brigade : 
The Cause and the 
Case. A history of 
Britain’s first urban 
guerilla group 

Gordon Carr, with preface by John 
Barker and Stuart Christie; 
postscripts by John Barker and 
Detective Sergeant Roy Cremer 
(Metropolitan Police Special 
Branch), chronology and index 
(A4). Christie Books, £15 

“The Angry Brigade is the man or 
woman sitting next to you. 

They have guns in their pockets 
and hatred in their minds. 

We are getting closer. Off the 
system and its property. 

Power to the People. Communique 
9. The Angry Brigade” 

(22 May 1971, following the 
bombing of Tintagel House) 

In the early 1970s a band of 
anarchists bombed their way 
around London. On the journey they 
blew up the house of the Home 
Secretary and attacked the police 
national computer, based at 
Tintagel House. Yet nowadays few 
people, anarchist or otherwise, 
know much, if anything, about the 
Angry Brigade. 

This book by Gordon Carr fills that 
gap! Until the republication of his 
“The Angry Brigade”, the only two 
books about them were Tom 
Vague’s “Anarchy in the UK” and 
the Elephant Edition’s chronology 
and documents. Neither delved too 
deeply into the intricacies of the 
tale of the Angry Brigade. Stuart 
Christie’s own “The Christie File” 



dealt with his experience of the 
time and particularly the trial of the 
Stoke Newington Eight. Carr’s 
book, first published in the mid- 
70’s, looks at the activities of the 
group, the investigation, the trial - 
and the aftermath. The conspiracy 
trial, which was one of the most 
political political trials in modern 
history, is well covered in detail by 
Carr. It’s illuminating and enjoyable, 
with much to interest the discerning 
anarchist. 

This appears to be the “authorised” 
version! Both Christie and Barker’s 
involvement with the production of 
the book indicate that this is as 
close to the truth as we’re likely to 
see. Since they’ve chosen to 
reissue Carr’s book it also 
appears unlikely that after this 
length of time another book written 
by participants will be forthcoming. 

“The Angry Brigade” is a 
fascinating read, which establishes 
the group in the context of their 
time, a time where the 
revolutionary ferment of the late 
1960s was settling down. The 
name “Angry Brigade” was 
attached to no single group. 
Several different “Brigades” 
appear to have existed, one 
operating in the early ‘80s, and the 
Angry Brigade under scrutiny in 
Carr’s tome is but the best known 
and most active. Yet they were not 
the “uber-anarchists” one might 
have thought! In his review of 
Vague’s “Anarchy in the UK” at the 
end of the book, John Barker 
makes it clear that at the time he 
and the others were drinking and 
toking a fair amount! Though the 
Angry Brigade may have been a 
bunch of dilettantes when it came 
to revolutionary urban guerrilla 
warfare, their influence on modern 
anarchism (and Class War) has 
been greater through the 
communiques they issued than the 
ephemeral causes they bombed in 
support of. 

An excellent book which replaces 
the Angry Brigade in the position they 
deserve. Highly recommended. 



No Retreat 

Dave Hann and Steve Tilzey 
Milo Books, £7.99 

Well it had to happen. Go into any 
book store and you can find dozens 
of titles written by old lags recalling 
their time as Reggie Kray’s 
chauffeur or Charlie Richardson’s 
enforcer. Virtually every football 
club has had at least one “ex¬ 
hooligan” publish his memoirs of 
terrace terror. Two jokers who 
never even were football hooligans, 
Dougie and Eddy Brimson, even 
manage to make a living writing 
such books. 

No Retreat is the first attempt by 
two anti-fascists to put down on 
paper their memoirs. Hann and 
Tilzey were both involved with Anti 
Fascist Action, probably the most 
successful anti-fascist group the 
UK has ever seen. This book is 
however very much their work not 




AFA’s. Indeed many ex-AFA 
members have been quick to point 
out that Hann and Tilzey were both 
estranged from AFA before the 
groups eventual collapse. Hann left 
Manchester after a court case 
where he was found not guilty of 
robbing a gay man, Tilzey was 
widely deemed as an untouchable 
due to his work for Searchlight 
magazine, and by implication the 
security services. 

But what of the book itself? Tilzey 
is a better writer than Hann, and 
outlines militant anti-fascism in 
Manchester in the late 70s, along 
with his own coming of age, 
skilfully. His gradual alienation from 
the SWP, and their crass approach 
to any working class people in their 
orbit is hardly surprising, but 
sending someone a letter expelling 
them when they are actually in jail 
for fighting fascists is a low blow, 
even for the SWR 


Fanzines | Videos 

As the 80s wear on, Tilzey outlines 
his move towards working with the 
Searchlight organisation, and his 
interest in developing intelligence 
on and photographing fascists. 
Given the long term record that 
organisation has of buggering 
about with the left as much as the 
right, it is perhaps not surprising 
that Tilzey stops his story in 1989 - 
we are left to conclude that much 
of the other stuff he was involved in 
was so dodgy that he cannot even 
bring himself to discuss it. Then 
again given Tilzey’s friendship with 
Searchlight mole (and admitted 
security services operative Tim 
Hepple) he was probably not 
allowed to say anything more if the 
book was to get published. 

Dave Hann leads us through a 
succession of brawls and battles. 
Whilst useful to be reminded of how 
much AFA believed in the old 
guerilla warfare maxim of only 
fighting the battles you can win, he 
misses out, deliberately, so much 
of the politics that was in and 
around AFA, and that really led to 
its success in the UK and across 
Europe. Surely the fights took up 
a minority of the time compared to 
that spent leafleting, writing, 
picketing, intelligence gathering, 
reading, putting on gigs, debating? 
Not in this account. 

Worse by naming names of certain 
activists, and details of events that 
are in some cases very recent, he 
gives away some scraps to the 
enemy. That is for him, and his 
conscience to justify. 

Recapping events can always lead 
to errors in detail, and Hann is very 
guilty of this. When discussing an 
AFA mobilisation in Leeds, he 
accuses Leeds AFA of dithering, 
waiting for the perfect opportunity 
to attack the BNP. Perhaps, but a 
member of Leeds AFA later 
admitted that on one occasion he 
had actually led activists away from 
a confrontation with fascists, on the 
instruction of Searchlight. 

Indeed with Searchlight getting 
increasingly discredited in the anti¬ 
fascist movement they threw a 
bone to their critics in 1995, 
informing anti-fascists of the arrival 
of a mini-bus load of London 
fascists into Leeds. Oddly Hann 
chooses to take the credit for the 
subsequent attack himself, 
insisting it was his own personal 
drive and ambition that ensured the 
BNP were attacked. Searchlight do 
not get a mention at all. Curious. 
When Hann describes an AFA 
activity in Bolton as a success with 
no arrests (an activist arrested that 
day was actually jailed) cynical 
readers may well conclude that 
these are not all innocent mistakes 
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Despicable Diane Does Not Deny Hypocrisy 


but someone pushing a particular 
agenda. 

Thousands of people made a 
contribution at some stage to AFA 
and they deserve better than this. 
At the time of writing it is unclear if 
a history of AFA, written by some 
of the final members of the 
organisation, is to be published. If 
so, we hope to see an honest 
appraisal of some of AFA’s lows 
(Bermondsey 1991 anyone?) and 
some of AFA’s highs. And there 
were many. 



Dude, Where’s My 
Country? 

Michael Moore 
£17.99 or less! 

Moore’s last book, Stupid White 
Men, and his film “Bowling for 
Columbine” established him as a 
radical voice. Dude, Where’s My 
Country takes another acid look at 
Bush, September 11, the War on 
Terror and Iraq. Although Moore’s 
style becomes irritating as you get 
through the book the points he 
raises are (generally) salient and 
intelligent. If you like your books 
chatty this is one for you. If you 
prefer your reads to be more 
cerebral then perhaps you should 
stick with Chomsky but you should 
have a look anyway. 


The post-September 11 publishing 
frenzy, of which this is part, has 
seen scores of books of dubious 
provenance foisted on the reading 
public. Most of them struggle to 
make the points Moore makes 
here in any sort of readable style. 
Michael Moore’s books may not be 
everyone’s cup of tea; but he’s a 
showman and this is a serious 
book in comic clothing. 

Watch out for Moore’s film about 
September 11, scheduled for 
release about a month before the 
US elections! 



Carlo Guilani 

7 inch or CD single 
by Conflict 

This is an excellent single. If you buy 
the CD you can watch an excellent 
video of Conflict footage plus 
various anti-capitalist 

demonstrations. Top marks to 
Conflict for keeping Carlo Guilani’s 
memory alive. Never forget. Never 
forgive! 



Johnny Cash at San 
Quentin 


An all-time classic when Cash 
played live to the inmates at San 
Quentin jail. Cash wrote his song 
“San Quentin” knowing full well that 
it would be broadcast live on TV 
and radio. He decided to sing it at 
the concert with hated nervous 
stares from the screws. 



One inmate stated at the time “sing 
it Cash! You know it man, we’re all 
in hell here!” “So you give us the 
word, Cash, and we’ll beat the hell 
out of them, just forthe hell of it.” 
.he wasn’t invited back. 



Class War Meetings 

For details of group meetings 
and actions please contact the 
Class War group nearest to you. 
London Class War meets 
regularly in central London, 
usually on the first Sunday of the 
month. 


Diane Abbott has hardly been a 
success as the Labour MP for Stoke 
Newington and Hackney North. 
Despite 16 years of Diane’s “efforts” 
the constituency remains a bizarre 
mixture of grinding poverty and 
wealthy middle class idiots. House 
prices spiral, to an extent that few 
people who have lived their all their 
lives can afford to buy a property 
there. The local council is one of the 
worst in Britain, its education and 
social services a by¬ 
word for failure. 

Despite some of the 
highest policing levels 
in Britain, anti-social 
crime is common 
throughout the 
borough. 

Abbott likes to pose as 
being on the left of the 
Labour party, as 
someone who 

opposes Blair’s war¬ 
mongering. Britain’s 
first black woman MP, 
she is always quick with a quote on 
racism in society, but is careful to 
maintain close relations with the 
biggest racists of the lot -the 
Metropolitan police. When Irishman 
Harry Stanley was shot dead by 
armed police near Victoria Park, the 
cops contacted Diane Abbott before 
Harry’s family, or even Brian 
Sedgmore, the MP forthe area where 
Mr Stanley was killed. 

When Blair and Harriet Harman sent 
their children to selective schools, 
Abbott condemned them. She 
wanted to see them educate their 
children at their local school, and to 
fight to raise standards there. She 
even argued this was essential for a 
progressive, egalitarian society. 

It was no surprise to seasoned Abbott 


watchers that a couple of years later, 
Abbott opted to send her son to a 
private school where the fees are 
some ten thousand pounds per 
annum. As most people have slightly 
longer memories than Diane, she 
has been roundly condemned for her 
hypocrisy both locally and nationally. 
Her only defence is a whining bleat 
that she has put her son before her 
principles. 

As previously when she is in a corner, 
Abbott also plays the 
race card, arguing that 
many black mothers in 
her constituency will 
know the dilemma she 
has gone through. This 
of course is a simple lie 
- she knows full well 
virtually no black 
families (or most 
others for that matter) 
can afford such a sum, 
each year, for their 
children’s education. 
How then does she 
know anything of what they go 
through? 

Her inference that Hackney’s schools 
are run by racists is something she 
is happy to discreetly suggest, but 
does not back up with any evidence. 
Nor will she - although she knows full 
well that Hackney’s schools have 
failed working class families for a 
generation, she is perfectly happy 
take the votes of the teachers, 
administrators and governors who 
actually run these schools. She just 
does not want her little darling to be 
educated there. 

Diane Abbott does not deny she can 
be seen as a hypocrite. That such a 
person has the confidence of 
Hackney Labour party tells us all we 
need to know about Labour in 2003. 


QUC^JES 

“Each time you use a (loyalty) card you are handing over personal data, 
which can then be sold on to other businesses. That’s a gross invasion of 
privacy. There’s no justification for supermarkets having that information. 
Frankly is like having a barcode stamped on your backside.” 

Peter Looby, quoted in The Sunday Telegraph of 4 th January 2004. Mr Looby 
has sold over 500 T shirts with the slogan “No I have’nt got a fucking loyalty 
card” 

Mr Williams claimed that two of the party’s canvassers, a 68-year-old man 
and a 72-year-old woman, had almost been beaten up by an angry Dorking 
resident as they took leaflets round the town recently. 

“I thought Dorking was a nice place, ” he said. But they got set upon by some 
young thugs. ” 

BNP spokesman Steven Williams in the Dorking and Leatherhead Advertiser, 
25 th December 2003. Sorry Steve, but what do you expect? 

“There are nasty people out there and there is no guarantee that because 
we are Great Britain none of them will ever, ever come to power” 

Lord Justice Judge, quoted in The Evening Standard, 7 th January 2004. Has 
he honestly found someone nastier than David Blunkett? 

“Increased global trade was supposed to lead to better jobs and higher 
standards of living. The assumption was that while lower-skilled jobs would 
be done elsewhere, it would allow Americans to focus on higher-skilled, higher 
paying opportunities” 

Illinois Republican congressman Donald Manzullo, complaining that many 
professionals in his state are now beginning to lose their jobs as their 
companies use graduates in the developing world. That’s capitalism for you 
Donald! 



HYPOCRIT3Z 
















The First Olympic 
Betrayal 

January saw the launch of 
London’s Olympic bid, for 2012. 
Amidst much razzmatazz, the 
people of the east end also 
uncovered the first - blatant - lie 
from the organisers. 

Hackney Marshes is regarded as 
the spiritual home of English 
football. Each Sunday thousands of 
working class people play football 
there, whilst its status as being the 
“heart” of the game ensures that a 
succession of adverts have been 
filmed there. Eric Cantona and Ian 
Wright, amongst others, felt the 
need to be seen there if the 
products they were selling were to 
be credible. 

Within a stone’s throw of the 
proposed main Olympic site, 
Hackney Marshes was quickly 
declared “safe” from any 
development. David Luckes, 
deputy head of London 2012, told 
local people categorically that the 
Olympics “would not impinge on 
Hackney Marshes”. 

People in Hackney are used to 
being lied to by politicians of all 
shades. It is fair to say that many of 
those running the London 2012 bid 
have never been to the borough in 
their lives, and will only do so to 
pass hurriedly, through it. 

No surprise then that London 2012 
Chairwoman Barbara Cassani 
now reveals that part of East Marsh 
will be a coach and car park for the 
duration of the games. It can expect 
to be put back to its former use as 
football pitches “in probably less 
than 12 months”. But given that 
their commitment not to build on, 
or concrete over pitches at all 
lasted less than 7 months - why 
should anyone believe them now? 
As a local Sunday football official 
put it-“We’ve been playing football 
here for years - we’d rather lose 
the Olympic bid than have this 
done”. 

The problem with London 2012, 
and the Olympics in general, is not 


the sport or the athletes - both are 
welcome in London, it is the 
politicians, the business people, 
the people like Barbara Cassani, 
and the fact they can ride 
roughshod over working class 
people’s lives . Worse, they can 
ride roughshod over our football. 



Barbara Cassini - Go...to hell 


Webb of Boredom 

At football matches in the 1970s, 
one of the loudest boos of the day 
was always reserved for the tannoy 
announcement about the referee. 
For some reason a 
disproportionate number of refs 
were always either police officers 
or school teachers, and the 
terraces, having seen enough of 
such people during the week, 
always made their views clear. 
Fast forward to the era of 
professional referees, and who do 
we spot but South Yorkshire police 
sargeat Howard Webb, who is 
combining his “service” as a police 
officer with referring in the 
Premiership. Webb has certainly 
brought something to the games 
he has been in charge of, but it is 
certainly not entertainment. His first 
five games in charge were: 

Fulham 0-0 Wolves 
Bolton 0-0 Southampton 
Middlesborough 0-0 Charlton 
Southampton 0-0 Leicester 

The chances of Webb being 
selected to referee the FA Cup final 
must be about as high as him ever 
being cheered from the terraces - 
in other words less than zero! 


Olympic Flames 

Greek pride at hosting the 2004 
Olympics in August is beginning to 
waiver. Seven countries have been 
declared as “security partners” for 
the event-the USA, Britain, Spain, 
Germany, France, Israel and 
Australia. These countries are then 
supposed to partner the Greeks in 
decision making. American of 
course has no intention of 
partnering anyone, especially on 
security matters. 

The changes being demanded of 
Greek society to make the country 
“safe for visitors” during the games 
are immense. CCTV, virtually 
unknown in Athens, is being 
introduced for the first time. Virtually 
everywhere. The US security 
company SAIC has been awarded 
a £185m surveillance and security 
contract to cover the games. They 
will also control Athens airport and 
the sea port of Pireaus for the 
duration of the games. 

45,000 armed security guards will 
be on duty - three times the number 
deployed at Sydney 2000. The 
Greek government, once largely 
indifferent to US protests about the 
November 17 Marxist terrorist 
group, has now jailed much, 
possibly all, of its membership. 
From 1967-73, Greece was 
governed by a fascist junta, known 
as the “Colonels Regime”. This 
regime was instigated and backed 
up by the CIA. The Americans may 
have forgotten how unpopular they 
are in Greece, but even with a 
budget of £350 million set aside for 
security, they are likely to be 
reminded at some stage this 
summer that the Greek people 
have not forgiven them. 

Dopes 

Rio Ferdinand is not the only drugs 
in sport story. Sprinter Dwain 
Chambers was caught out using 
the steroid THG (which was 
previously untestable) whilst three 
of the biggest sporting nations 
have failed to pay their annual fee 
to the World Anti-Doping Agency. 
The fight against drugs in sport is 
supposed to be led by the WADA. 
Italy, the Ukraine and the USA have 
all developed a severe case of 
short arms, long pockets. Is this an 
oversight, or a case of being 
worried what might be uncovered 
if more testing is held? 



Chambers - Two year ban 


Hard Times for Bolton 
Wanderers 

Whilst Sam Allardyce seems to be 
turning Bolton Wanderers into an 
established Premier League side, 
for the other Bolton Wanderers life 
is not looking too good. When 
approximately forty Loyalists were 
forced out of Northern Ireland in 
2003, the majority ended up in and 
around Horwich in Bolton, last 
February. With their leader Johnny 
‘Mad Dog’ Adair in prison, what 
was left of Belfast UDA’s C 
Company fled Belfast, under threat 
of death, from their former 
comrades. 

They were soon nicknamed the 
Bolton Wanderers, and settled into 
the former life styles they had 
enjoyed in Belfast-drug dealing, 
intimidation and flirting with born- 
again Christianity. Quite what the 
people of Horwich had done to 
deserve this is unclear. 

The first of the Wanderers to hit 
trouble was Alan McCullough. 
Unable to settle in England, he 
pleaded to be allowed back to 
Belfast. After providing information 
on loyalists living in Bolton to the 
UDA, he returned to Belfast-and 
was promptly murdered last May. 
More fortunate was “Fat Jackie” 
Thompson - in December a bomb 
placed under his car failed to 
detonate. Perhaps not surprisingly 
John White, the “brains” of the 
exiles and a man who was once 
regularly involved at the highest 
level in the peace process, was 
keeping his head down. White now 
claims to have swapped his drug 
dealing for the way of the Lord. 
Perhaps. 

As for the most famous of the 
Bolton Wanderers - Johnny Adair’s 
wife, Gina (Mad Bitch) and son 
Jonathan (Mad Pup) times are very 
hard indeed. The long leash given 
to them in Northern Ireland has not 
extended to Greater Manchester- 
both have been arrested for drug 
dealing, with Mad Pup currently 
facing ten separate charges. 

But why Bolton? One suggestion is 
that the Wanderers had previously 
met fascists from the Bolton area 
who had travelled to loyalist 
parades in Northern Ireland. 
Certainly the British National Party, 
usually so quick to condemn drug 
dealing and asylum seekers, have 
been pretty quiet on the activities 
of this group of un-wanted 
refugees. Mark Collett, the former 
leader of the BNP’s youth group 
was filmed praising Adair in a 
Channel 4 documentary, whilst 
BNP leader Nick Griffin was a 
frequent visitor to Northern Ireland 
in the 1980s. 

Birds of a feather, it seems, flock 
together. 












